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https://www.facebook.com/wholechildren/photos/a.112212715486267/3863381960369305/?type=3&theater
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0PECfGSkBI&feature=youtu.be
http://www.wholechildren.org
mailto:julie.hooks%40pathlightgroup.org?subject=
https://disabilityinfo.org/directory-of-disability-related-websites/emergency-preparedness-resources/covid-19-emergency-information/covid-19-resources-information-self-advocates/
https://disabilityinfo.org/
mailto:https://www.masslive.com/coronavirus/2020/05/google-apple-release-joint-coronavirus-tracking-technology.html?subject=
mailto:https://www.masslive.com/coronavirus/2020/05/google-apple-release-joint-coronavirus-tracking-technology.html?subject=
https://www.westernmassnews.com/news/summer-camps-preparing-for-june-opening/article_3bd9dd1e-99ff-11ea-be9d-d3e04c74bd2d.html
mailto:https://www.mass.gov/info-details/reopening-massachusetts?subject=
https://mailchi.mp/doe.mass.edu/commissioners-weekly-update-5-18-20-equitable-remote-learning-remote-learning-survey-virtual-literacy-learning-series?e=cfa6ffeacd
mailto:https://disabilityadvocacynetwork.org/app/make-a-call%3F2%26engagementId%3D506895?subject=
file:///C:/Users/luceyj/Desktop/Covid%2019/face-covering-faq-5-17-2020.html
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-employer-community-announce-continuation-of-work-from-home 
mailto:file:///C:/Users/luceyj/Desktop/DESE/Massachusetts%2520Preschool%2520Remote%2520Learning%2520Guidance%2520%26%2520Prerequisite%2520Content%2520Standards%2520May%252015.html?subject=
mailto:https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-to-distribute-502-million-from-the-federal-coronavirus-relief-fund?subject=
mailto:https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-to-distribute-502-million-from-the-federal-coronavirus-relief-fund?subject=
mailto:https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-to-distribute-502-million-from-the-federal-coronavirus-relief-fund?subject=
mailto:https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-provides-update-on-covid-19-testing-capacity-and-strategy-ppe?subject=
https://blog.ssa.gov/economic-impact-payments-for-people-with-a-rep-payee-and-people-living-in-u-s-territories/
mailto:https://www.mass.gov/resource/information-on-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19?subject=
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.mass.gov/resource/information-on-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.mass.gov/resource/information-on-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.mass.gov/lists/coronavirus-resources-for-dds-families-and-individuals
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/EPRO/Current-Emergencies/Current-Emergencies-page
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/EPRO/Current-Emergencies/Current-Emergencies-page
https://www.wmasscovid.com/
https://www.wmasscovid.com/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/covid-19-essential-services/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/covid-19-essential-services/download
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/domestic-violence-programs-for-survivors?fbclid=IwAR1FcVYOmStp8oAbfP49gYayJ95t-ZRB1MR6AoPAcNVp54ykzu5Pt672-4w
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/domestic-violence-programs-for-survivors?fbclid=IwAR1FcVYOmStp8oAbfP49gYayJ95t-ZRB1MR6AoPAcNVp54ykzu5Pt672-4w
https://mass211.org/
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/crisis-hotlines
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/crisis-hotlines
https://www.look4help.org/
mailto:https://www.mass.gov/info-details/reopening-mandatory-safety-standards-for-workplaces?subject=
mailto:https://www.mass.gov/info-details/reopening-mandatory-safety-standards-for-workplaces?subject=
https://blog.ssa.gov/economic-impact-payments-for-people-with-a-rep-payee-and-people-living-in-u-s-territories/
https://blog.ssa.gov/economic-impact-payments-for-people-with-a-rep-payee-and-people-living-in-u-s-territories/

Communify Connection Newsletter

May 20, 2020, page 2

Aufism Connections, Family Empowerment, Whale Children, Milestones, Whole Selves, Adult Famiy Care, Shared Living

Job Loss/Unemployment

Full unemployment information: call (617) 626-6338 to
request weekly benefits, daily from 6 a.m.—10 p.m. File a
claim online.

Attend a Virtual town hall this week to learn about how to
file for benefits, including Spanish language options.

Pandemic Unemployment Benefits

Pathlight Job Opportunities

Masshealth Information, 800-841-2900

PCA services: MassHealth PCA Consumers who have
unfulfilled PCA hours and would like to be connected to a
local Home Health Agency that can fill those hours, should
call MassOptions at (1-844-422-6277) for live support.

MassHealth Prescription services: MassHealth is
allowing early refills and 90 day supplies. Contact your
pharmacist to order medications.

Telehealth services: Telehealth services are covered
by MassHealth. Discuss with your provider for more
information.

Step-by-Step Guide to Using TeleMedicine

MassHealth Telehealth Services for Behavioral Health

General Health Related Information
Health Coverage Helpline: 800-272-4232

Disability COVID-19 Healthcare Support Advocacy Hotline
800-626-4959

Mental Health Resources

Franklin County Crisis Services: 413.774.5411 (CSO)
Athol /N. Quabbin Crisis Services: 978.249.3141 (CSO)
Hampshire County Crisis Services: 413.586.5555 (CSO)
Berkshire County Crisis Hotline: 1-800-252-0227 (Brien
Ctr)

Western MA Mental Health Resources, Community Action

Mass General Hospital Mental Health Resources related to

COVID1?

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Health) Navigating
a Cirisis: You can find the ESP serving your area, by calling
1-877-382-1609 and entering your zip code.

o4

NN

Samaritans is continuing operations 24 /7, as always. Call
or text their 24,/7 helpline any time at 877-870-4673.

National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-2/3-
8255

Suggested Visitation Policy Statement from the American
Academy of Developmental Medicine and Dentistry NEW

Disability Law Center's recent letter to the MA Commissioner
of Public Health regarding reasonable accommodations for
Persons with Disabilities

Civil Rights, HIPPA, and the Coronavirus Disease
COVID-19 COMMUNICATION RIGHTS TOOLKIT

This toolkit: (1) explains your communication rights; (2)
provides tips on advocating for them, and (3) has an
accommodation request form you can bring to the hospital.

Should | be tested? (from Mass.gov) NEW
Guidance on Interpreting COVID-19 Tests

CDC Testing Information

Cetting Tested Social Story

Caring for someone sick at home, from the CDC

Plain language medical information form

Healthcare Passport

Plain language sample advocacy letter about patients with
intellectual or developmental disabilities having a support
person with them when they are in the hospital.

CQOVID-19 Disability Form to have ready for the hospital to
show that an individual needs 1-1 assistance.

Plain Language Coronavirus Glossary

What is the Census2 A plain language document.

Tips For Working With Support Staff During COVID-19
written by individuals with disabilities.

Information about Covid-19 in plain language.



https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-unemployment-benefits
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-unemployment-benefits
https://www.mass.gov/forms/massachusetts-department-of-unemployment-assistance-dua-virtual-town-halls
http://Pandemic Unemployment Benefit
https://pathlightgroup.applicantpro.com/jobs/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/masshealth-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-applicants-and-members
https://www.massoptions.org/massoptions/
https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-2020/how-telemedicine-works.html
https://www.mass.gov/news/masshealth-expands-access-to-behavioral-health-care-for-members-through-telehealth
mailto:https://www.hcfama.org/helpline?subject=
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSvfqDcCCQcqN8DQj1P__WB2oq6VKMGAA_rE6VcYNhdWvHARQB9f9JI4t3lIQON-J3b6WJ8V6B1SNWZ/pub
https://www.massgeneral.org/psychiatry/guide-to-mental-health-resources
https://www.massgeneral.org/psychiatry/guide-to-mental-health-resources
https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Publications-Reports/Guides/Navigating-a-Mental-Health-Crisis
https://www.nami.org/About-NAMI/Publications-Reports/Guides/Navigating-a-Mental-Health-Crisis
https://files.constantcontact.com/2cce95d1401/91893301-5aa8-4ae9-b9fc-bd5db72e4632.pdf
https://www.dlc-ma.org/2020/04/21/dlc-partners-urge-dph-to-adopt-a-statewide-hospital-visitor-policy-to-accommodate-people-with-disabilities-during-covid-19/
https://www.dlc-ma.org/2020/04/21/dlc-partners-urge-dph-to-adopt-a-statewide-hospital-visitor-policy-to-accommodate-people-with-disabilities-during-covid-19/
https://www.dlc-ma.org/2020/04/21/dlc-partners-urge-dph-to-adopt-a-statewide-hospital-visitor-policy-to-accommodate-people-with-disabilities-during-covid-19/
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ocr-bulletin-3-28-20.pdf
https://communicationfirst.org/covid-19/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-testing
https://files.constantcontact.com/2cce95d1401/a32f023e-17a1-479e-86c6-ae2d80520e3a.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/testing.html
https://paautism.org/resource/testing-covid-social-story/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/care-for-someone.html
http://www.gmsavt.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Part_4_COVID-19_Medical_Information_Form_for_Persons_With_Disabilities.pdf
http://flfcic.fmhi.usf.edu/docs/FCIC_Health_Passport_Form_Typeable_English.pdf
http://www.gmsavt.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Part_3_Sample_Advocacy_Letter_About_a_Patient_with_an_-Intellectual_Disability_Having_a_Support_Person_When_in_the_Hospital.pdf
http://www.gmsavt.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Part_3_Sample_Advocacy_Letter_About_a_Patient_with_an_-Intellectual_Disability_Having_a_Support_Person_When_in_the_Hospital.pdf
http://www.gmsavt.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Part_3_Sample_Advocacy_Letter_About_a_Patient_with_an_-Intellectual_Disability_Having_a_Support_Person_When_in_the_Hospital.pdf
https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/you.stonybrook.edu/dist/a/4436/files/2020/04/COVID-19-Form_MA_Fill.pdf
http://www.gmsavt.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Part_8_Coronavirus_Plain_Language_Glossary_or_Words_To_Know.pdf
http://thearc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Census_A-Guide-for-Individuals.pdf
https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/common/Plain-Language-Tips-For-Working-With-Support-Staff-During-COVID-19-March-30-2020.pdf
https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/common/Plain-Language-Tips-For-Working-With-Support-Staff-During-COVID-19-March-30-2020.pdf
https://selfadvocacyinfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Plain-Language-Information-on-Coronavirus.pdf
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EDUCATION RELATED

DESE Resources: This Excel document from DESE contains
links to resources for general and special educators,
administrators, related service providers, and parents to
address the needs of students with disabilities who are

learning remotely during the COVID-19 crisis. UPDATED
PBS learning Media NEW
Sample Virtual IEP Agenda

Zoom Meeting Presentation of SPED Directors, May 15
(scroll down the page to open the presentation file) NEW

Remote Llearning Record
Turning 3 and Transition during COVID-19
DESE Commissioner’s Weekly Update, May 18 NEW

Massachusetts Preschool Remote Learmning Guidance &
Prerequisite Content Standards, May 15 NEW

Subscribe to the DESE Commissioner updates
SEPAC Best Practices During Covid- 12

A simple approach to help your child with [EP goals while
sheltering at home

SPalN: School Closure and Special Education Rights
WGRBH - Distance Learning Center Tools: Well organized

and not overwhelmingl

Family Resource Toolkit from the Department of Education:
multiple languages

MatchUs, part of MFOFC, is working with families and
educators ANYWHERE to support 1:1 conversations on
how best to support students at home.

SCHOOL MEAL PROGRAMS

Western Mass listing of school lunch programs: note that
there may be updates to this information.

RESOURCES IN OTHER LANGUAGES
Una guia paso a paso para usar la telemedicina
Muestra de Agenda de Reunion Virtual de IEP NEW
Hacer un plan médico durante el COVID-19

COVID-19 Fact Sheets in Multiple Languages: These
materials are reviewed and vetted by physicians and

medical school faculty members at the Harvard hospitals
and are created in collaboration with Harvard Health

Publishing.

Guia de Asistencia para Beneficios de Desempleo por
Pandemia

Recursos para familias de nifios con necesidades
especiales que estdn confinadas en casa

Federacion para Nifos con Necesidades_Especiales

Informacién de COVID-19 Por v Para Personas con
Discapacidades

Mass Advocates for Children: facebook.com/groups
MACEspanol/

Special Education Family Resource Toolkit from the
Department of Education.

https: //switchboardta.org /blog /a-round-up-of-
multilingual-resources-on-covid-19/ NEW

FOOD PANTRIES & OTHER RELATED
SUPPORT

Find a food bank or food distribution site near you HERE, or

contact the Food Bank of Western MA at 413-24/7-9738.

Extra SNAP Benefits: Congress approved special SNAP
supplement benefits in response to the COVID-19
pandemic. Call 877-382-2363.

Western Mass Community Mutual Aid Website

If you or your family is facing hunger right now, Project
Bread wants to help. Call the Food Source Hotline at
1-800-645-8333

DELIVERY SERVICES/PICK UP

Ambherst Food Delivery (delivery available elsewhere)

Massachusetts Food Delivery: Farm fresh food delivered to
your door, SNAP discounts

Buy local Food/ Community Involved in Sustaining
Agriculture - all in western Massachusetts. 413.665.7100

Instacart

SUPPORT FOR THE HOMELESS
Local Emergency Shelters in Western MA during COVID-19,



https://files.constantcontact.com/2cce95d1401/c3151478-f922-459a-a892-a7712b78ee26.xlsx
https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ilwmht18-ela-storytelling/storytelling-with-words-and-pictures/
https://files.constantcontact.com/2cce95d1401/ad7b49d0-f882-498c-ad95-5841a84a1dbe.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/sped.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/2cce95d1401/be8a6bee-8eaf-4914-a700-68082250b68a.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/a5bb7d8b601/2c108941-8af6-4f20-9852-a9fbc5aa05c8.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/doe.mass.edu/commissioners-weekly-update-5-18-20-equitable-remote-learning-remote-learning-survey-virtual-literacy-learning-series?e=583fc2bc03
mailto:file:///C:/Users/luceyj/Desktop/DESE/Massachusetts%2520Preschool%2520Remote%2520Learning%2520Guidance%2520%26%2520Prerequisite%2520Content%2520Standards%2520May%252015.html?subject=
https://mass.us14.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=985a04b483  
file:///C:/Users/luceyj/Desktop/Newsletter%20current%20stuff/COVID%20format/April%2022/SEPAC-Best-Practices-During-COVID-19.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/cea2356a001/7d19787c-7acb-4d0b-949e-8af3140c07ec.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/cea2356a001/7d19787c-7acb-4d0b-949e-8af3140c07ec.pdf
https://spanmass.org/20200325covid19.html
https://www.wgbh.org/distance-learning-center/for-families 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/sped/family-resource-toolbox/
https://mfofc.org/matchus/
https://files.constantcontact.com/cea2356a001/2958b779-5b4b-4bd2-9b01-e6b4b98f5c80.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/espanol/salud/enfermedades-y-tratamientos/info-2020/como-funciona-la-telemedicina.html?intcmp=AE-HLTH-TOSPA-TOGL-ES
https://files.constantcontact.com/2cce95d1401/16b3b744-52a2-48ef-83c7-3327f192d63b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/2cce95d1401/47915321-a107-4bdd-a37f-f1d96d0864be.pdf
https://covid19healthliteracyproject.com/?fbclid=IwAR0H6oeXC2Sn_f5AwiktXOl63SQ2cjyZ1SOllIBQ52AGhOwAPpjoyD6t3J4#languages
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/guia-de-asistencia-para-beneficios-de-desempleo-por-pandemia
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/guia-de-asistencia-para-beneficios-de-desempleo-por-pandemia
https://www.exceptionallives.org/home-with-kids-sp
https://www.exceptionallives.org/home-with-kids-sp
https://www.facebook.com/Federacionlatino/
http://Información de COVID-19 Por y Para Personas con Discapacidades
http://Información de COVID-19 Por y Para Personas con Discapacidades
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MACEspanol/?source_id=118288807489
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MACEspanol/?source_id=118288807489
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/sped/family-resource-toolbox/
https://switchboardta.org/blog/a-round-up-of-multilingual-resources-on-covid-19/
https://switchboardta.org/blog/a-round-up-of-multilingual-resources-on-covid-19/
https://www.foodbankwma.org/get-help/covid-19-food-pantry-meal-program-schedule/
https://files.constantcontact.com/cea2356a001/0d66fc7b-b546-4654-8b72-7eda41e7b15b.pdf
https://www.wmacma.com/
http://www.projectbread.org/news-and-events/news/covid-19-hunger-food.html
http://www.projectbread.org/news-and-events/news/covid-19-hunger-food.html
https://www.amherstfooddelivery.com/?fbclid=IwAR22Gi_xqJO6j-6Lj53NciUHJ8NpK7qbSghha4RwG2nRHr3HqoNXwR3wdtc
https://massfooddelivery.com/about-2/
https://www.buylocalfood.org/buy-local/covid-19-online-ordering-home-deliveries-and-closures/
https://www.instacart.com/?utm_source=instacart_internal&utm_medium=cross_sell&utm_campaign=shopper_acq_test&utm_content=shopper_header
https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Individual-emergency-shelter-list-during-COVID-19.4.20.20.pdf
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including options for isolation.

Community Action: Call the Community Resources and

Advocacy program at 413-475-1570 or 413-582-4237.

RAFT- Residential Assistance for Families in Transition

Registry of Motor Vehicles: general information.

PVTA: Service Update 4-21-20: ESSENTIAL TRIPS ONILY.
Call 413-781-7882 for more information.

The Commonwealth’s mission in reopening is to increase
access to childcare and youth programs, protect children
and staff, and reduce the spread of COVID-19. Child care
and summer recreation camps will reopen in a phased
approach. The Departments of Early Education and Care
and Public Health are developing guidelines that balance
families’ need for child care with heath and safety. The initial
reopening plan will focus on families who have no safe
alternative to group care by increasing emergency child
care capacity. Childcare operating at reduced capacity
and on an emergency basis for children of workers with no
safe alternative to group care during Phase 1.

Recreational day camps will open in Phase 2 and
residential camps in Phase 3. Releasing detailed guidelines
in the coming weeks.

Massachusetts Emergency COVID-19 Child Care

Mass Options: MassOptions connects elders, individuals
with disabilities and their caregivers with agencies and
organizations that can best meet their needs, including
connections to respite help.

Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities letter asking to
include people with disabilities who are over 17 and a tax
dependent of someone else in the next coronavirus relief
package. At the moment they do not qualify for either the
$500 payment or the $1200 payment.

The Arc: legislative priorities related to COVID-19

Send Governor Baker an email to address biases in

CQOVID-19 Health Care Triage (via The Arc of MA)

NS

Disability Law Center's recent letter to the MA Commissioner
of Public Health regarding reasonable accommodations for
Persons with Disabilities

Action needed to keep remote services for students with

disabilities. (202) 408-9514, National Disability Rights
Network, Link

UCONN STUDY: Understanding Stress and Personal Well-
Being Among Primary Caregivers of Children Aged 6 to 18
During COVID-19 Pandemic

Boston University's The Road Ahead Study, focuses on autistic
high school students graduating with a regular HS diploma.

May 26, 12:00 p.m., MFOFC: Emotional Support for
People with Special Needs. By popular demand, join
Keith and Loida as they offer a session geared toward
adults with disabilities. This session will help encourage and
uplift and offer positive strategies for coping during the
COVID-19 crisis. Join Zoom Meeting:_https://usO2web.
zoom.us/(/8194943/44, Meeting ID: 891 9494 3/44,
Password: 781118 NEW

May 22, May 26, May 27 and May 28 (different

times each day), The Building Blocks of Equitable
Remote Learning. From Learnlaunch. These sessions are
designed for Massachusetts district and school leaders who
are preparing to move from crisis response fo sustained
practice while building or updating remote learning plans
for their districts. If you are not a district or school leader

but are interested in the topic, please sign up for the project
mailing list here to stay in the loop about future sessions and
opportunities to engage. NEW

May 22, May 29, June 5 (Fridays), 3 p.m., Live on-line
chats, Special Olympics Massachusetts. Miss getting
together and working out with your fellow Special Olympics
athlete’s? These sessions allow SOMA athlete’s to hang out
with some fellow athletes virtually during the weekly athlefe
chat hosted by Auburn athlete Mike Kelley. To register or for
more information visit www.specialolympicsma.org/online-
athlete-chat/ or contact info@specialolympicsma.org

May 26, A Full Life Ahead, Leaving the School System,
What Services are Available?2, MFOFC organized

presentation.

Ad


https://www.communityaction.us/community-resources-advocacy
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/learn-about-residential-assistance-for-families-in-transition-raft
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/rmv-covid-19-information#rmv-service-centers-and-aaa-locations-
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May 28, 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Stavros Housing
Workshop/Webinar. NEW

May 29, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., ABA: The Basics. This
infroductory fraining is specifically designed for parents and
professionals interacting with children with Aufism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD). The training will begin with an overview

of ASD including core symptoms, strengths, challenges

and how ASD symptoms impact learning and behavior.
Next, an infroduction to Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)
will be presented including an overview of different ABA
teaching strategies and basic behavioral principles used in
this therapeutic approach. This is a beginner level event for

providers, educators, and parents of preschool and school-
aged children with ASD who have little to no training in
ABA. This event is fee based. NEW

Greater Massachusetts Special Needs events: various

May 22, May 26, May 27 and May 28 (different times
each day), The Building Blocks of Equitable Remote
Learning. Sessions are designed for Massachusetts district
and school leaders who are preparing to move from crisis
response fo sustained practice while building or updating
remote learning plans for their districts. If you are not a
district/school leader but are interested in the topic, please
sign up for the project mailing list here to stay in the loop
about future sessions and opportunities to engage. NEW

Starting May 26, various times, Virtual Professional
Learning Series, from MTSS Tiered Literacy Academy.
Join Nathan Llang-Raad, chief education officer af
WeVideo, and Kelly True, an instructor for DESE's Tiered
Literacy Academy, in a free professional learning series
that will focus on remote tiered literacy. Participants may
opt into up to four one-hour webinars and a 10-hour
online asynchronous learning module. Topics will include:
implementing writing strategies and formative feedback via
remote instruction, delivering quality small group reading
instruction remotely, using scaffolds and accommodations
fo provide access fo core literacy instruction atf the middle
school level, and examining high-quality lesson design
elements. NEW

N

May 29, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., ABA: The Basics. This
intfroductory training is specifically designed for parents
and professionals interacting with children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). The training will begin with

an overview of ASD including core symptoms, strengths,
challenges and how ASD symptoms impact learning and
behavior. Next, an introduction to Applied Behavior Analysis
(ABA) will be presented including an overview of different
ABA teaching strategies and basic behavioral principles
used in this therapeutic approach. This is a beginner level
event for providers, educators, and parents of preschool
and school-aged children with ASD who have little to no
fraining in ABA. This event is fee based.

Special Education and Remote Learning, Pathlight's Nancy
Farnsworth, May 19 (stay tuned for another Webinar

on June 2, info to be posted on Family Empowerment
Facebook events page) NEW

Becoming Person Centered with Cheryl Ryan Chan
May & NEW

Testing in the Age of Remote Learning, May 15, Federation
for Children with Special Needs and various partners. NEW

P> Pathlight Open Office Hours: Meet virtually with a
specialist to discuss the topics of your choice, including
transitioning out of high school during Covid-19, virtual
IEP meetings, remote learning, behavioral challenges, and
managing isolation. Hours available: Sunday mornings
9:30-11:00 a.m., Thursday mornings 9:30-11:00 a.m.,
Thursday evenings 8:30-10:00 p.m. Click on the links

or email joanne.lucey@pathlightgroup.org for more
information.

Autism Support Group, hosted by A Spectrum of Difference
(Athol). This Group is held via Zoom on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of each Month.

Parent Life Coaching available from Jewish Family &
Children's Service. Set up a free phone call or video
meeting for advice on creating a schedule for your loved
one or froubleshoot challenging behaviors during school
and day program closures.
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CONFERENCE

International Fragile X Conference. The fully virtual

conference takes place over four days across three months:
May 29-30, June 27, and July 22.

Massachusetts Down Syndrome Virtual Conference:
Recorded presentations available starfing in mid-June.

YOUNG ADULT ACTIVITIES

Roots, Northern Berkshire Teen Center: QuaranlEEN,
Mondays, 2:30. Welcome to all Berkshire County High
School juniors and seniors. NEW

AANE events for May: Virtual Game Night, 5/25, Holyoke
Virtual Game Night, 5,/28 (activities and support groups for
both young adults and parents) UPDATED

Youthworks, MassHire Franklin/Hampshire NEW
Whole Children/Milestones activities

MA Down Syndrome Congress Teens and Adults
Newsletter: full of some awesome things to do

VETERAN SERVICES

What Veteran’s Need to Know about Coronavirus, from the
US Department of Veteran's Affairs

HEAT AND ELECTRIC SERVICES

National Grid: call customer service for COVID-19
programs, 1-800-322-3223.

Eversource: Learn more HERE.

Las respuestas a las preguntas frecuentes estdn disponibles
en espafol.

Fuel assistance: Call 413-552-1548 (press 1 for English, 2
for Spanish and then 4 to speak with a live person).

INTERNET/PHONE DISCOUNTS

MassHealth Directory of Internet and Phone discount
programs.

GENERAL ASSISTANCE

Neighbor to Neighbor: one-time assistance for local
residents who are in economic distress. Berkshires.

THE CENSUS
What is the Census?@ A plain language document.

Complete the Census online

GENERAL INFORMATION /RESOURCES

Strategies to support teens/young adults with autism during
COVID-19, from Harvard Health Publishing

Mass Advocates for Children
Greater MA Special Needs Events

COVID-19 Resources for families: includes excellent
information that may not be included elsewhere.

Family toolkit from DESE

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services: Excellent toolkit
with specific need relations resources

LEGAL RESOURCES

Disability Law Center: Know your rights

Mass Legal Help: A variety of resources about your rights

during the COVID-19 breakout.

FUN THINGS!

Mansfield (CT) Drive-In is open for business from May 20,
practicing social distancing. See schedule here. NEW

Old math reveals new secrets about these alluring flowers,
from National Geographic. A model developed by Alan
Turing can help explain the spots on these astoundingly
diverse flowers—and many other natural patterns as well.

NEW

The Kids Should See This; all ages friendly educational video
collections

Hilllown Families Summer Camp Directory

Remote Summer Camps

The Bridge Family Center, May calendar of activities.
Valuing our Children in Athol, May calendar of activities

PARENT/CAREGIVER SELF-CARE

May 27, 2 p.m., Balancing Parenthood and Me Time from
the New York Times. NEW
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TEAM DIRECTORY

Karen Serra, Director Family Services,
karen.serra@pathlightgroup.org, 413-588-1052

Katie Drumm, Associate Director Family Services,
katie.drumm@pathlightgroup.org, 413-529-4056

AUTISM CONNECTIONS

Ben Breton, Autism Specialist,
benjamin.breton@pathlightgroup.org, 413.443.4780

Kansas Brown, Easthampton Program Manager,
kansas.brown@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779.5091

Lora Cortis, DESE Coordinator,
lora.cortis@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779-5091

Amber Curry, DESE/Autism Waiver, Specialist,
amber.curry@pathlightgroup.org, 413-779-5089

Erica Donovan, Berkshire Program Manager,
erica.donovan@pathlightgroup.org, 413.443.4780

Carla Doyle-Florence, Autism Waiver Broker,
carla.doyle-florence@pathlightgroup.org, 413-779-5088

Nancy Farnsworth, Educational Advocate/Information
Consultant, nancy.farnsworth@pathlightgroup.org,
413-779-5087

Elizabeth Flaherty, Autism Specialist,
elizabeth.flaherty@pathlightgroup.org, 413.443.4780

Lee Guilbault, IFFS Specialist,
lee.guilbault@pathlightgroup.org, 413-779-5086

William Liverpool, Autism Waiver Broker, Habla espafiol,
william.liverpool@pathlightgroup.org,
413-779-5085

Joanne Lucey, Project Manager/Marketing and
Communications Coordinator, Autism Connections and Family
Empowerment,

joanne.lucey@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779.5084

Joyce Paige, Office Coordinator
joyce.paige@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779.5075

Joemary Rodriguez, IFFS Specialist, Habla espafiol,
joemary.rodriguez@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779.5083

Stephanie Seitz, Autism Specialist,
Stephanie.Seitz@pathlightgroup.org, 413.443.4780

Rhonda Setkewich, IFFS Program Manager,
rhonda.setkewich@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779.5080

Kelly Summers, Autism Specialist,
kelly.summers@pathlightgroup.org, 413.443.4780

Kim Wyckoff, Autism Waiver Broker,
kim.wyckoff@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779.5079

FAMILY EMPOWERMENT

Donna Kushi, Program Manager,
donna.kushi@pathlightgroup.org, 413-585-8010, x105

Michelle Mendes, Family Support Specialist,
michelle.mendes@pathlightgroup.org,
413-585-8010, x128

Caroline Wenck, Family Support Specialist,
caroline.wenck@pathlightgroup.org,
413-585-8010, x122

Tanya White, Agency with Choice Coordinator,
tanya.white@pathlightgroup.org,
413.585.8010, x127

ADULT PROGRAM

Danielle Scibelli, Adult Program Manager,
danielle.scibelli@pathlightgroup.org, 413-585-8010

Rosie Chau, Adult Program Assistant,
Hong.Chau@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779.5078

Tanya Celetti, Adult Program Assistant,
tanya.celetti@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779.5076

Hector Rodriguez, Adult Program Assistant,
hector.rodriguez@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779.5077

Tammy Wright, Adult Program Assistant,
tammy.wright@pathlightgroup.org, 413.779.5082

WHOLE CHILDREN & MILESTONES RECREATION

Julie E. Hooks, Associate Director,
Whole Children and Milestones Recreation,
Julie.Hooks@pathlightgroup.org

Chris Harper, Program Manager - Milestones Day,
Teacher - Whole Children and Milestones,
Chris.Harper@pathlightgroup.org

Gina Battista, Marketing and Communications Coordinator,
Gina.Battista@pathlightgroup.org

Sam Gregoire, Teacher
Samantha.Gregoire@pathlightgroup.org

Eddy Hougen, Teacher
Edward.Hougen@pathlightgroup.org

Amanda Kent, Teacher and Volunteer Coordinator,
lllustrator - Whole Selves,
Amanda.Kent@pathlightgroup.org

Liana Marks, Teacher, Liana.Marks@pathlightgroup.org

Brian Melanson, Teacher, Trainer, Curriculum Developer
- Whole Selves, Teacher - Whole Children and Milestones,
Brian.Melanson@pathlightgroup.org

Jenna Perna-Elias, Teacher - Milestones Day,
Jenn.PeraElias@pathlightgroup.org
Nick Vogt, Teacher, Nick.Vogt@pathlightgroup.org
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FAMILY BASED LIVING

Terri Presby, Assistant Vice President,
Family Services, Terri.Presby@PathlightGroup.org,
413-731-4551

Darlene Giroux, Program Director,
Darlene.Giroux@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4554

Suzanne Laba, Program Director,
Suzanne.Laba@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4649

Lakesha Ruth, Program Director
Lakesha.Ruth@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4541

Michael Aguda, Placement Coordinator, Michael.
Aguda@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4542

Wendy Bousquet, Placement Coordinator, Wendy.
Bousquet@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4538

Lorrie Brown, Registered Nurse,
Lorrie.Brown@PathlightGroup.org,
413-731- 0531, ext 255

Mary Davila, Homestudy and Family Resource
Coordinator, Mary.Davila@PathlightGroup.org,
413-731-4548
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Mirna Davis, Placement Coordinator,
Mirna.Davis@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4546

Deborah Herbert, Placement Coordinator, Deborah.
Herbert@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4555

Brianna Kring, Placement Coordinator,
Brianna.Kring@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4571

Dawn LaBarre, Placement Coordinator,
Dawn.LaBarre@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4545

Dennis LaFleche, Placement Coordinator,
Dennis.LaFleche@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4561

Sarah Mason, Placement Coordinator,
Sarah.Mason@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4539

Jennifer Maybar, Registered Nurse,
Jennifer. Maybar@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4541

Tereza Perez, Administrative Coordinator,
Tereza.Perez@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4549
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Sara.Robitaille@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4533

Michelle Sullivan, Registered Nurse,
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Connie Topor, Administrative Manager,
Constance.Topor@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4550

Faruma Williams, Placement Coordinator,
Faruma.Williams@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4575

Mary Zagula, Development, Communication, and
Recruitment Coordinator,
Mary.Zagula@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4552

Laura Zawisza, Administrative Coordinator,
Laura.Zawisza@PathlightGroup.org, 413-731-4661

FAMILY BASED LIVING PITTSFIELD

Catharine Dollase, Program Director,
Catharine.Dollase@PathlightGroup.org,
413-443-4780 x11

Mary Bedient, Placement Coordinator,
Mary.Bedient@PathlightGroup.org,
413-443-4780, x20

lan Coyne, Homestudy and Family Resource Coordinator,
lan.Coyne@PathlightGroup.org,
413-443-4780, x17

Donna Krutiak, Administrative Coordinator,
Donna.Krutiak@PathlightGroup.org,
413-443-4780 x10

Marilyn Lysobey, Placement Coordinator,
Marilyn.Lysobey@PathlightGroup.org,
413-443-4780 x12

Meghann Marcella, Placement Coordinator,
Meghann.Marcella@PathlightGroup.org,
413-443-4780 x18

Gerri Ravlich, Registered Nurse,
Gerri.Ravlich@PathlightGroup.org, 413-443-4780 x14

Justin Roccabruna, Placement Coordinator
Justin.Roccabruna@PathlightGroup.org,
413-443-4780 x13

Alene Walter, Registered Nurse
Alene.Walter@PathlightGroup.org, 413-443-4780 x14
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

How can we help you?

Contact any of us af the Pathlight programs and we will
do our best to direct you to resources and help you with
your request and needs. Email info@pathlightgroup.

org, familyempowerment@pathlightgroup.org or
autismconnections@pathlightgroup.org. If you don't have
email, call the program managers listed on our team
direcfory on page 7.

Please share this newsletter with families and other
individuals you think may need help.

Life can be tough,
¥ but so are you,

Please note that all resource information is subject to change as the
situation and supports or activities evolve. If you have questions, want
to help, or need help, email us af the above addresses and we will be
glad to assist and guide you.

Created by Anissa Mekrabech in France, the mask is
transparent, allowing hearing-impaired people to read the
wearer's lips. A crowdfunding campaign was launched

under the slogan, “Your lips are my ears.” *

Click here for instructions on how to make a “window
version” of this mask. Click here for the mass.gov animated
video on face coverings.

*from the Insider’s “28 of the most creative masks from around the
world”
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